
Charles Browning, MD Joy Brunson-Nsubuga, MA, LMFT, LCAS, CCS

Chief Medical Officer, RI International Recovery Services Administrator II -RI International

Utilizing the Crisis Response Continuum to 
Address the Opioid Epidemic in NC 





https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwieu6zG2J7mAhXKsJ4KHat9DCEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmenga.net%2Fgarmin-nuvi-40lm-three-years-later-and-free-maps-for-older-nuvi-models&psig=AOvVaw2fixY02eluS6m16_0yM5UW&ust=1575641604724019








“A story of Pain”
Mid- 19th Century
mid-19th Century, when German pharmacist 
Friedrich Sertürner discovered morphine while 
conducting experiments with the opium poppy 
plant. 

“A story of Pain”

1861-1865
American Civil War
Morphine was given extensively as a pain 
reliever on the battle field, leaving many 
soldiers addicted exiting the war



“A story of Pain”
1874- 1898
Heroin

“Non-habit-forming 
cough remedy”

Marketed to white women   
“Can’t handle pain”

1876-1900
Rise of Industrial America
Technology boom made certain farming jobs obsolete and  
spiked industry jobs growing cities by the Millions in just 2 
short decades. 

Lack of infrastructure -> food, accidents, health and 
safety risks



“A story of Pain”

1924
Heroin Criminalized
Use moves underground urban, black or brown 
communities becoming addicted to the drug,  a cultural 
shift from treating opiate addiction as a medical problem 
to a criminal one.

1905- 1914
“Cure Alls” – “Peak and Fall”
Cure-alls began to disappear from the market after 
legislation was enacted in 1912 that prohibited 
manufacturers from making false and fraudulent 
therapeutic claims. Cure-alls were manufactured both as 
liquid tonics, which were taken internally, and as salves, 
balms, or liniments, which were applied topically.

1906 FDA Established



“A story of Pain”
1996
OxyContin introduced
The advent of Oxycontin in 1996, combined with doctors’ 
endorsements of the drug as a method of non-addictive and 
long-lasting pain relief, prompted the birth of the prescription 
opioid epidemic as we conceive of it today. Companies like 
Purdue Pharmaceuticals, run by the billionaire Sackler
family, perfected the art of using medical professionals’ 
endorsements to market opioids to patients suffering from 
chronic pain (Direct to consumer advertising only completely 
legal in USA-5.2Billion 2016 spent & New Zealand)

1999 Percocet

1984 Vicodin
“First Wave” 

“I got my Life Back”2001 “Fifth Vital”, Pain

https://www.rollingstone.com/t/opioid-epidemic/


“A story of Pain”
2010 “Second Wave” 
“That year, 16,651 people died from drug-induced 
overdose; Heroin was involved in 3,036 deaths”

In 16% of U.S. counties, enough opioid 
prescriptions were dispensed for every 
person to have one.

While the overall opioid prescribing rate in 
2017 was 58.7 prescriptions per 100 people, 
some counties had rates that were seven 
times higher than that.

$27.5 Million in Political Lobbying 2018

2016 “Third Wave”
Rise of Fentanyl & Carfentanyl



National Vital Statistics, 2013

$1 Trillion  
2018 US



5 
North 

Carolinians

$54 Million Dollars
To NC Opioid Programming
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“A story of Pain”Detox  to community  or residential

Methadone 

Naltrexone

Buprenorphine



$





MAT Peer NavigationOBOT

Continued 
Stabilization

Community Referral
Detention 
Center

Everyone Discharges with 
Naloxone*



Access

Recovery 
Focused 

Clinical Fit to 
Need

- OTP, OBOT, Inpatient
- Integrated Care 
- Improving flow and hand off
- Assessment tool

- Transportation, uninsured support, universal 
screening, bias awareness, legal system, 
immediate access

- Evidenced based therapies
- Collaborative Care
- Peer supports, family & 

natural support engagement



WHERE DO WE GO ? 



•
HTTPS://WWW.THEBALANCE.COM/WHAT-IS-AVERAGE-INCOME-IN-USA-FAMILY-HOUSEHOLD-HISTORY-3306189

•

HTTPS://WWW.JOINTCOMMISSION.ORG/ASSETS/1/6/PAIN_STD_HISTORY_WEB_VERSION_05122017.PDF

•
HTTP://WWW.AEI.ORG/PUBLICATION/THE-GEOGRAPHIC-VARIATION-IN-THE-COST-OF-THE-OPIOID-CRISIS/

•

HTTP://WWW.LOC.GOV/TEACHERS/CLASSROOMMATERIALS/PRESENTATIONSANDACTIVITIES/PRESENTATIONS/TIMELINE/RISE
IND/CITY/

•
HTTPS://WWW.ROLLINGSTONE.COM/CULTURE/CULTURE-FEATURES/OPIOID-EPIDEMIC-AMERICAN-PROBLEM-

817756/
•

HTTPS://THEONCOLOGIST.ALPHAMEDPRESS.ORG/CONTENT/9/6/717.FULL

•
HTTPS://WWW.THEATLANTIC.COM/HEALTH/ARCHIVE/2017/10/THE-OPIATE-MAP/543255/

•
HTTPS://WWW.DRUGFREEWORLD.ORG/DRUGFACTS/PAINKILLERS/A-SHORT-HISTORY.HTML

https://www.thebalance.com/what-is-average-income-in-usa-family-household-history-3306189
https://www.jointcommission.org/assets/1/6/Pain_Std_History_Web_Version_05122017.pdf
http://www.aei.org/publication/the-geographic-variation-in-the-cost-of-the-opioid-crisis/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/riseind/city/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/opioid-epidemic-american-problem-817756/
https://theoncologist.alphamedpress.org/content/9/6/717.full
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2017/10/the-opiate-map/543255/
https://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfacts/painkillers/a-short-history.html


• HTTPS://WWW.PRISONERHEALTH.ORG/EDUCATIONAL-
RESOURCES/FACTSHEETS-2/INCARCERATION-SUBSTANCE-ABUSE-AND-ADDICTION/

•
HTTPS://QZ.COM/1198965/THE-SURPRISING-GEOGRAPHY-OF-OPIOID-USE-AROUND-THE-WORLD/

• HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/SUBSTANCE_ABUSE/INFORMATION-
SHEET/EN/

•
HTTPS://WWW.MDEDGE.COM/CCJM/ARTICLE/109138/DRUG-THERAPY/FIFTH-VITAL-SIGN-COMPLEX-STORY-

POLITICS-AND-PATIENT-CARE

• HTTPS://WWW.OII.OX.AC.UK/BLOG/MAPPING-FENTANYL-TRADES-ON-
THE-DARKNET/

•
HTTPS://WWW.DRUGABUSE.GOV/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH-REPORTS/RELATIONSHIP-BETWEEN-PRESCRIPTION-DRUG-HEROIN-ABUSE/PRESCRIPTION-
OPIOID-USE-RISK-FACTOR-HEROIN-USE

•
HTTPS://FILES.NC.GOV/NCDHHS/NC-OPIOID-ACTION-PLAN-

METRICS-AUG-2019.PDF

•
HTTPS://WWW.PREMIERINC.COM/NEWSROOM/PRESS-RELEASES/OPIOID-OVERDOSES-COSTING-U-S-HOSPITALS-AN-ESTIMATED-11-BILLION-
ANNUALLY

•
HTTPS://CONSUMER.HEALTHDAY.COM/MENTAL-HEALTH-INFORMATION-25/ADDICTION-NEWS-6/DRUG-ADDICTION-SEEN-AS-MORAL-FAILING-
SURVEY-FINDS-692298.HTML

•
HTTPS://WWW.THEDAILYBEAST.COM/TINY-WEST-VIRGINIA-TOWN-FLOODED-WITH-3-MILLION-OPIOIDS-DURING-DRUG-EPIDEMIC

https://www.prisonerhealth.org/educational-resources/factsheets-2/incarceration-substance-abuse-and-addiction/
https://qz.com/1198965/the-surprising-geography-of-opioid-use-around-the-world/
https://www.who.int/substance_abuse/information-sheet/en/
https://www.mdedge.com/ccjm/article/109138/drug-therapy/fifth-vital-sign-complex-story-politics-and-patient-care
https://www.oii.ox.ac.uk/blog/mapping-fentanyl-trades-on-the-darknet/
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/relationship-between-prescription-drug-heroin-abuse/prescription-opioid-use-risk-factor-heroin-use
https://files.nc.gov/ncdhhs/NC-Opioid-Action-Plan-Metrics-Aug-2019.pdf
https://www.premierinc.com/newsroom/press-releases/opioid-overdoses-costing-u-s-hospitals-an-estimated-11-billion-annually
https://consumer.healthday.com/mental-health-information-25/addiction-news-6/drug-addiction-seen-as-moral-failing-survey-finds-692298.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/tiny-west-virginia-town-flooded-with-3-million-opioids-during-drug-epidemic
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