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Earliest reference to opium growth and use is in 
3,400 B.C. in lower Mesopotamia (Southwest 
Asia). 

https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html

The Origins of Opium





https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html

Sumerians to Assyrians to Egyptians…Its cultivation 

spread along the Silk Road, from the Mediterranean 

through Asia and finally to China

https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opium#/media/File:Opium_pod_cut_to_demonstrate_fluid_extraction1.jpg

International drug routes



https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html

• KNOWN TO ANCIENT GREEK 
AND ROMAN PHYSICIANS AS A 
POWERFUL PAIN RELIEVER

• IT WAS ALSO USED TO INDUCE 
SLEEP AND TO GIVE RELIEF TO 
THE BOWELS

• ITS PLEASURABLE EFFECTS 
WERE ALSO NOTED 

• PROF. DR. OTTO WILHELM THOMÉ.

Opium-An Ancient Medicine



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opium#/media/File:Opium_pod_cut_to_demonstrate_fluid_extraction1.jpg

Opium (poppy tears, with the 

scientific name: Lachryma 

papaveris)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opium#/media/File:Opium_pod_cut_to_demonstrate_fluid_extraction1.jpg
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https://www.google.com/search?biw=1600&bih=770&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=ancient+poppy+cultivation&oq=ancient+poppy+cultivation&gs_l=psy-ab.12...
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Dried latex obtained from the 

opium poppy (scientific name: 

Papaver somniferum)



“All substances are poison. 

The right dose differentiates a 
poison and a remedy”

Paracelsus, 1493-1541 AD



Opium War (1839–1842)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opium#/media/File:Opium_pod_cut_to_demonstrate_fluid_extraction1.jpg

Storage of opium at a British East India Company warehouse, c. 1850
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https://www.google.com/search?biw=1600&bih=770&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=opium+dependance+after+the+civil+war&oq=opium+dependance+after+the+civil+wa
r&gs_l=psy-ab.12...157745.167134.0.170419.36.36.0.0.0.0.216.4532.0j32j2.34.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab



https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html

• …Hailed as a miracle 
drug

• …widely prescribed 
by physicians in the 
mid-1800s. 

Morphine

https://www.google.com/search?tbm=isch&source=hp&biw=1600&bih=7
70&q=cube+morphine&oq=cube+morphine&gs
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Chinese Opium Den, circa 1900



https://www.deamuseum.org/ccp/opium/history.html

Heroin

• FIRST SYNTHESIZED FROM MORPHINE 
IN 1874

• BAYER INTRODUCED HEROIN FOR 
MEDICAL USE IN 1898

• BY 1903 HEROIN ABUSE HAD RISEN TO 
ALARMING LEVELS IN THE UNITED 
STATES

• ALL USE OF HEROIN WAS MADE 
ILLEGAL BY FEDERAL LAW IN 1924



http://www.drugfreeworld.org/drugfa
cts/painkillers/a-short-history.html





Opiate remedies of 
the 19th Century

Ayer's Cherry 
Pectoral
Mrs. Winslow's 

Soothing Syrup
Darby's Carminative
Godfrey's Cordial
McMunn's Elixir of 

Opium
Dover's Powder



‘By 1914…~ 1:400 U.S. Citizen  addicted  
to some form of opium.

Opium addicts were mostly women who were 
prescribed and dispensed legal opiates by 
physicians and pharmacist for ”Female 
Problems,” probably mostly pain at 
menstruation, 

or white men and Chinese at the opium dens.

 ~2/3 and 3/4 of these addicts were women.’

Stephen R. Kandall, M.D.:Women and 

Addiction in the United States

—1850 to 1920
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https://www.google.com/search?biw=1600&bih=770&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=ancient+poppy+cultivation&oq=ancient+poppy+cultivation&gs_l=psy-
ab.12...83210.87178.0.88916.12.12.0.0.0.0.73.659.12.12.0....0...1.1.64.psy-

ab..0.0.0._v40JWmhOBc#imgdii=5LRP_IAR9x7dRM:&imgrc=ZOEIXPDvUD3NbM:&spf=1503229585578



https://www.med-dept.com/medical-
kits-contents/class-9-items-drugs-
chemicals-and-biological-stains-

morphine-tartrate/



https://www.med-dept.com/medical-
kits-contents/class-9-items-drugs-
chemicals-and-biological-stains-

morphine-tartrate//



Drug Schedules

1970-Comprehensive Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control Act

Title II of this law is the legal foundation 
of narcotics enforcement in the United 
States

Places all drugs into one of five schedules.



SCHEDULE I

Drug has no current accepted 
medical use and has a high 
potential for abuse
Class examples: Heroin, Methaqualone, LSD, 

Peyote, Psilocybin, Marijuana, Hashish, Hash Oil, 
and various amphetamine variants.
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“He knew every pill he'd eat 
Would be one less on the street 

Elvis took 'em all for you and me…”

“Elvis Was a Narc” Pinkerd and Bowden  
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•New England Journal of 
Medicine – sentinel ‘Letter to 
the Editor’

•Analgesic prescriptions 
tripled in less than five years. 



http://slideplayer.com/slide/5943645/
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http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1700150#t=article







Times are a changin’…



Cocaine…still a player





Policy Perspectives: Addressing the Impact of Prescription Drug Abuse on Children, June 23, 2017, Kella Hatcher, Exec. Dir., NC Child Fatality Task Force



Policy Perspectives: Addressing the Impact of Prescription Drug Abuse on Children, June 23, 2017, Kella Hatcher, Exec. Dir., NC Child Fatality Task Force



Policy Perspectives: Addressing the Impact of Prescription Drug Abuse on Children, June 23, 2017, Kella Hatcher, Exec. Dir., NC Child Fatality Task Force



Diversion Behaviors-Consumers
• Sharing for ‘the high’

• Sharing for medical purposes

• Exchange for sex or services

• Break-ins

• Pharmacy robbery

• Pilfer medicine cabinet

• Stolen prescriptions

Adopted from;

http://www.thci.org/opioid/Mar08docs/Presentation_Dasgupta.pdf
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Doe, Jane

Doe, Jane







‘Pseudo-addiction’ and Addiction
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Pain Perception

Adopted from: http://www.psychiatry.emory.edu/M2

Studentspdfs/Latest_files/Bedi_Pain.pdf



Source of pain relievers for 
nonmedical use %

• – Friend or Relative                               63.7

• – Doctor                                                 16.6

• – Drug Dealer (or stranger)                  12.5

• – Some Other Way                                 5.5

SAMHSA, OAS. 2006, NSDUH Report, Issue 39.

NSDUH 2005, among 18-25 year-olds (4.0 million

respondents), Prevalence of nonmedical use of pain relievers: 12.4%



Characteristics of Visit for Diversion

- seen right away

- end of day, or-after regular office hours

- specific drug

- ‘allergic’

- ‘can’t take it’

- unusual knowledge of drugs

- textbook symptoms

Adapted from: http://www.mainemed.com/painMgt/Not_According_Prescription.pdf
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